Leonard takes title as 


By Ralph Wiley 
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NEW ORLEANS — Thomas 
Hearns shook his head in disbe¬ 
lief of the sight, and a woman 
dripping mink spoke for every¬ 
one when she said, “I thought 
Duran would die before he gave 
up.” 

Roberto Duran did not die, or 
even come close. He merely took 
the money and ran, laughing 
back over his shoulder at the 
fools who stood agape at one of 


the stangest two-set ph. 
history of boxing, acted 
cool, full evening at tlj 
iana Superdome. 

In the frist act, Robei 
relinquished his WBC 
-weight title to Sugar R 
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Commissioner Emil Bruneau 
stated Tuesday night that the 
Commission will withhold Dur¬ 
an’s purse until Roberto under¬ 
goes medical examinations today 
to determine if his alleged 
“cramps” were legitimate. 

“The determination of the 


fight is very unsatisfactory 
said Bruneau. “We have the pow- 
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er of suspension. We have an ob- 
ligation to the fans of New Or¬ 
leans. That fight could kill our 
town for six months.” 

Perhaps Bruneau did not know 
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an escrow am 
Realistically 
not hold up tl 
come and go < 
due. No doctor 
that Duran di 
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holdup seems 
m ality. So was 
It was Dura 
swirl of contn 
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lie tests should 
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i leave no resi¬ 
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[ be a mere for- 
fight. 
vho started the 
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h round of this 
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ran givfes up 
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i lomnly receiving Leonard’s swift 
and angry left jab for seven 
i rounds. 

J * started gtting cramps in my 
• stomach at the end of the fifth 
r round,” Duran said through his 
i interpreter. ‘‘I got weaker and 
1 weaker. It had never happened 
to me before. 

“No. No more. I am retiring. I 
don’t want to fight any more. 
Ashamed? Why should I be as¬ 
hamed? I am a thousand times 
better than Leonard. I have been 
fighting for a long time. I am 


ired.” 

“He just quit,” said Freddie 
**ow, one of Duran’s trainers. “I 
uidn’t believe it.” 

Duran’s competitive history is 
such that quitting because of 
body crapips seems impossible. 
But quitting merely because 
there was nothing else to fight 
tfor is something else. 

Leonard had dominated the 
fight. Leonard came into the ring 
^essed in black, fjhs hair was 
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fold, it was apparent that unless 
Leonard made iAaferious defensive 
mistake, his flashing jab and ability 
to get off first with the right hand in 
close would carry him to the title. 

But against Duran, such a mistake is 
always a great possibility. 

All three judges had Leonard 
ahead. Judge Mike JacobshaditeB- 
66, Jean Deswert had 68-bb ana 
James Brimmell had 67-66. The Oak¬ 
land Tribune had it 69-65. 

The seventh round might have had 
a demoralizing effect on the prideful 
Panamanian. By then, Leonard was 
feeling his oats. He reverted to All 
tactics, sticking out his chin, shuf¬ 
fling, threatening the bolo punch and 
saying “Come on, chump, fight. 

Duran was incensed, but unable to 
make Leonard pay. He could not hit 
the taunting chin, and the bolo and 
shuffle preceded a lightning-swift 
flurry by Leonard. 

Then in the eighth, the fight 
calmed a bit. Leonard was back on 
his bike, zinging an occasional jab 
and following up with rights. All of a 
sudden, Duran threw up his hand and 
began walking back toward his cor¬ 
ner. Referee Octavio Meyron did not 
understand, thinking Duran wanted 
an equipment correction. 

Leonard himself could not believe 
it He advanced on Duran, who had 
dropped his guard and by now was 
thinking of other things. Leonard hit 
him once, twice, then raced into a 
neutral corner and jumped up on ihc 
ropes. The title was his again, if a bit 
tainted by the circumstances. 

It was then that Hearns and train¬ 
er Emanuel Steward became prime 
actors instead of just scenery. 

“It’s a disgrace,” said Steward. 
“Getting all that money like that 
(Duran was expected to get $10 mil¬ 
lion but a light live turnout, estimat¬ 
ed at less than 40,000, and averaged 
closed-circuit sales may have cut into 
that), and then just quit. 

“Duran just seemed to lose in- 
terest. It was like he said ‘I’ve got 
enough money to last for the rest of 
my life,’ and he just walked away. 

The press seemed distraught 
about the act. It was the people in the 
$1 000 seats who had the real kick 
coming, but most of them were Sugar 
rooters and they were willing to take 




it any way they 
“I don’t kno 
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this time around 
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against me.”sai|Leonard. “What I 
did in the seven! h round confused 
him. I did what Aiad to do. Thomas 
Hearns? I'll fight fim when he reach¬ 
es the stature of ftoberto Duran. 


[earns were incre- 
er all, the Motor 
n is a champion, 

•’ said Steward, 
to be the champi- 
,is is bull.” 
isked Steward for 


Steward and 
dulous at this. 

City Cobra-Hit 
too. 

“Oh, my 
“And he’s supi 
on? Ah man, all 
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what was under jhis coat. Steward 
nulled out one of those rubber chick¬ 
ens and wrote ‘ To Chicken .Ray, 
from Thomas the Champ on it. As 


Leonard was leaving the intervie 
area, Hearns threw the chicken inv 
tation over Ray’s head. 

FIRST ROUND - Leonar 
moves in circles, left and right 
scores two jabs and a whistling com-! 
bination. Duran cannot answer. 1 

SECOND ROUND — Leonard s 
left gets in four times. When Durar 
tries to wade through it, two sizzlin^ 
right leads catch Duran coming in, 
Leonard is impressive in clinches. 

THIRD ROUND - Duran s lung 
ing right scores high and low, but; 
Leonard is still quicker inside. Leon¬ 
ard seems composed, controlled. 

FOURTH ROUND - Duran stay 
on top of Leonard, who is off the bik 
now. Duran’s right counter very ef¬ 
fective for points, but not for dam- 

agC FIFTH ROUND - Leonard's left 
in one. two, three times. Duran bowls 
Leonard over with a charging push, 
then scores three times at round s 
end. Duran seemed to be c oming. — 


SIXTH ROUND - Duran Wante 
to hit and hold, but Leonard s 16ft r 
tough to get by. Six times it snaf 
Duran’s head back. Duran sneers!, 
the effect, but Leonard is bluntinf 
his chase adeptly, circling, circlinf 
out of danger. . 

SEVENTH ROUND - Leonard ip 
the master. All his tricks are wont¬ 
ing. Duran flails wildly at Leonard s 
offered chin, but hits nothing bill a if. 
Duran does not land a single un¬ 
blocked blow, while Leonard scores 
with everything. la - 

EIGHTH ROUND Duran 

throws up his hands. 

FIGHT NOTES - Duran ateo is 
said to have mentioned that his Tight 
shoulder was numb .. Roger Leon¬ 
ard looked like an idiot when £9 ran 
into the ring and squared ott with 
Duran after the latter gave up. Kuraji 
should have flattened him .. Riv¬ 
ard Burton, Dave DeBusschere, 
Jayne Kennedy and Ray Charlqs 
were among the disbelieving, crawdj- 

















s rematch ^possible 


From Tribune wire reports 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. - Sugar RdvLe M 
arOttid Thomas HearnsTwho l.aff~bat 
tered/each other unmercilessly just 1 
Hours earlier, met this morning with out¬ 
stretched hands and smiles for each othe ^ 
Leonard, who scored a l 4t h ro™ d 
technical knockout over Hearns Wednes¬ 
day night, said negotiations might begin 
• eventually” for a rematch. 

•That will take a lot of negotiating. 
Leonard said. “1 just can t say. 

Hearns said he wont rest until 

,eIT ! a I tC J n0W i can come back. " Hearns 
said 1 "If Rav will give me a rematch 1 
know I ll put on a much better show. I 
Kw Ray? style now and things will be 

^fwin ^1 your fights The 
sign of a true champion is to lose and then 

C ° m The ba two stood* si'de-by-sule^t the news 

“■>> H ££**. s»s. 
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left jabs found;» e 5™ r L V„"„^ e «Uied d 

stopped the 

figl Hearns had also been hurt in the sixth 


, and seventh rounds, but recovered and 
| '“ iJrte'sixthT hit him with the combn 

Kjfe him out there but he proved he can 
take a punch. He took my best shots then 
and he took them again in the 13th and 

P*Leonard, who gave away three inches 
in height and four inches in reach to 
Hearns said it didn't occur to him until 
they were both in the ring just how big 

h? S did b n f t 0 realize until we got into the 
ring just how big the sucker is, igjjwd 
said. "His size surprised me. He s big. 
f “But whenever 1 step into the u g 
feel confident and dominant. , 

1 Hearns admitted the 14th round attack 
1 hurt him. but said he didn't want the tight 

W b ' tSoul of It. ' suid ltou~.^ 

(was ahead on the scorecards ot all thi ee 
iudges after the 13th round. I knev. 
3 where 1 was and what was happening. But 
i just couldn’t recover. My head was still 
'yidizzy from one punch when he ’ d J a . nd fi X 
other. 1 just couldn't recover and fight 

i baC Hearns peppered Leonard’s face with 
tipfi iabs from the start, and by the tmra 
(round Se welt appeared under Leonards 
left eye. The injury got steadily worse and 
| the eye was nearly swollen shut in the 
' 14th round. Leonard said he had lost ha 


three-quarters" of his vision out of the 
re bv the 12th round. 

“In the second round he hit me ^ 
m PS anc i the eye started to swell, Leon 
•d said. “As bis jabs kept 

' ter 3 'lble“ laud one of to real stedg- 
ammer rights. Leonard didn t believe 

f m “I wasn't able to hit him with my best 
hot " Hearns said. “I did land some! f° r . 
iehts but not the real good ones - As . 1 d 
hoot the right hand he'd move off the left, 
nd that took a lot out of the punches.^ 
f Leonard, tipping his glasses down mo¬ 
mentarily to show Hearns the extent oi 
Ihe damage to the eye. laughed and shook 
his head at Hearns’ statement, 

1 thought the key was the sixth 
round ” said Hearns’ trainer and manager 
kmanuel Steward. "They traded left hooks 
and Ray came over Thomas lowered 
ilove and really tagged him Thomas nev- 
f r really recovered from that punch. Thai 
was the biggest punch in the “&ht. 

^ Steward, who has worked with Hearns 
or almost a decade, said it was the firs 
ime he’d seen his fighter hurt. f> 

( “It was real surprising to me, btew 

trd said. 
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Leonard says he’s 
done all his talking 


LAS VEGAS, Nev. (AP) — The 
meeting with Thomas Hearns was 
finished, and although he wore dark 
glasses to hide a badly-bruised left 
eye and was very weary. Sugar Ray 
Leonard was the one smiling. 

“I proved I’m the best-welter¬ 
weight in the world," tjLeonarcjysaid 
Wednesday night after rrer~tltui won 
the undisputed title from Hearns on 
a 14th-round knockout. 

“I've done my talking, now you 
can ask Hearns all the questions.” 

Leonard, who thus added the 
World Boxing Association welter¬ 
weight title to the World Boxing 
Council crown he already held, 
praised his fallen opponent. 

“I apologize for saying he had no 
brains,” the champion said. “He’s 
truly a great athlete.” 

Behind on all three judges cards 
heading into the 14th round of the 
scheduled 15-rounder, Leonard fin¬ 
ished Hearns 1:45 into the stanza, 
continuing an assault that sent his 
foe reeling onto the lower strand of 
the ropes late in the 13th round. 

“I never was afraid I was going 
to lose, but the fight was getting too 
close for comfort,” said the 25-year- 
old Leonard, who now has won 22 of 
his 32 bouts by knockout, with a lone 
loss coming in the first bout with 


then WBC champion Roberto Duran. 

Leonard added that he drew j 
strength from critics who had ques¬ 
tioned his superiority heading into j 
the richest fight ever. 

”1 brought it up from my gut, 
from my heart,” Leonard said of the 
13th-round barrage that seemed to 
come from nowhere and turned the 
tide of the fight. “A lot of people 
around the world didn’t want me to 
win; I wanted it for Ray Leonard.” 

Leonard had suffered a bruise un¬ 
der his left eye during a sparring 
session prior to the fight, and Hearns 
worked on that part of his face with 
long jabs. The eye was almost swol¬ 
len shut in the later rounds. 

Leonard again referred to his re¬ 
spect for Hearns, which grew evident 
when the two, who had been taunting 
each other in the early rounds, be¬ 
gan, instead, touching gloves and 
nodding following the closing bell of 
each round. 

“I take off my hat to Hearns, and 
I think he will be in line to do a lot of 
commercials,” Leonard said, appar¬ 
ently poking fun at his own endorse¬ 
ments. ‘‘I knew I was in trouble when 
I signed to fight him.” 

Asked about a rematch, Leonard 
responded, “We will have to listen to 
what they want to say.” 






